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Attic Finish Projects

Finishing an existing attic can be a great way to increase the useable space inside your house
walls.  It is a cost effective way to add useable space without taking up your yard or extending
closer to nearby property lines.  Attic conversions can sometimes be complex projects because of
inadequate existing structure to support the new loads or stairway issues.  Each build-out is
different and has its own special needs and requirements.  MMY is willing to work with you to offer
suggestions or foresee possible problems, as well as refer you to architects that have great ideas
to spruce up your space.

Over the years, MMY has worked on hundreds of these projects and have found common
structural reinforcement that is needed to support the additional material loads and live loads
(people, bath tubs, etc.).  The drawing below shows areas of common reinforcement in a typical
attic build-out.  Please let us know how we can help you!

12
8

10
'-0

" 
+/

-

8'
-0

" 
+/

-

8'
-0

" 
+/

-
8'

-0
" 

+/
-

24'-0" +/-

NEW FINISHED
ATTIC SPACE

ATTIC FLOOR

REINFORCE ROOF RAFTERS FOR
ADDITIONAL INSULATION DEPTH
AND TODAY'S SNOW LOADS

USE KNEE WALLS FOR
BEARING

ADD COLLAR TIES

SOMETIMES REINFORCE
EXISTING FLOOR JOISTS BY
ADDING JOISTS AND/OR
PLYWOOD SUBFLOOR, GLUED
AND NAILED

OFTEN REINFORCE
EXISTING HEADERS AT
LARGE OPENINGS

MAIN FLOOR

BASEMENT

OFTEN REINFORCE
EXISTING BEAMS,
POSTS, AND FOOTINGS

CHECK STAIR RISE/RUN
WITH ARCHITECT

VERIFY EXISTING
FOUNDATION WALL
CONDITION AND EXISTING
FOOTING SIZE

NOTE:
DIMENSIONS SHOWN ARE
DIAGRAMMATIC ONLY.

TYPICAL MINIMUM PITCH,
ALTHOUGH SHALLOWER
PITCHES MIGHT WORK
DEPENDING UPON BUILDING
SIZE


